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FAIR IT STERLING

VThe Gate City Looks East to Gods

-- Grand fouitaiis and West to

the Bluerass

As Seen By W J Lampton tlie
Correspondent of the Cou

rier Journal

He Says Twixi tlic Bluegrass and the Knobs It Is

Snugly Situated It Puts On Big City Airs and

Has Good Grounds For

ITS HEALTH WEALTH SOCIETY AND GEN
vERAL CONDITIONS OF THE AL TYPE

- A BACHELORS HAVEN

A T-AX-1-
E WELL TOI

Standing with expectant feet
Where the Knobs nnd lllnegrnss moet
Fair Jit Sterling Hated between
Hopes one day to reign as Queen

Tlio fact of the business is that tlio
Mt Sterling people looking to tlio
west over tho Bluegrass and to the
east over the Knobs have an idea that
their town is already boss of the whole
shebang and a few lines of poetry
similar to tho above will only mako
thorn smilo and point the linger of
scorn at the poot They talk that way
anyhow and they have a hustling
spirit which tnav yet surmount the
insurmountable

Mt Sterling or a Historian Col-

lins
¬

calls it MountstcHing is tho
county seat of Montgomery county
and Montgomery county is one of the
hall way counties that is to say
when you are there you are hall way
to the Bluegrass and halt way to tho
Knobs

Montgomery tho twenty second in
tlio order ot counties was formed out
of Clark in 1796 and since that time
portions of it have been grafted onto
eighteen other counties so that what
is left of it is little but oh my It
was named in honor of Gen Richard
Montgomery who was killed at the
battle of Quebec in 1775

Mt Sterling became a town in 1792

and was named according to Mr Col-

lins
¬

from Mr Stirling who owned
the land on which it was built but
according to good local authority it
was called Mount because it was near
Little Mountain tho site of Estills
Defeat and Sterling because an old
Scotsman who was present at the
timo of its birth wanted to do honor
Jo his native town of Stirling and no-

body
¬

know that that Stirling spelled
Us namo with an Tho reader may
take his choice

Tho town I beg pardon the city
contains a population of 5000 though
several authorities intimated to me
that it was 8000 and 0110 man whom
I asked answered in a nonchalant and
insouciant manner like a Chicago
man Oh I reckon about 12000 or
15000 Right hero you may sot it
down that there is nothing small
about Mt Sterling

Of its population nobody could say
how much was colored for tho gentle
gerrymander has got most of that ele-

ment
¬

outside of tho city limits so as
not to cluster up tho polling places at
election times This is a wise pro
oaution in communities where tho vote
is cioso

Tho public school is housed in a
handsome now building costing 18- -
000 and commandingly situated Tho
principal is Mrs Nannio Hiblor at a
salary of 75 a month with eight as ¬

sistants at 50 and 10 a month and
70G scholars enrolled In addition lo
this school is another lo accommodate
tho 1500 white residents of tho out-
skirts

¬

Its principal is Miss Bur ¬

roughs with three assistants
Tho colored schools havo 731 pupils

enrolled J S Estill is tho principal
with eight assistants at an average

e

v

salary of 50 each
Tho private school flourishes in its

pristine glory besides tho smaller
schools there are tho Kentucky Train ¬

ing School for Boys with Major bow-
ler

¬

as principal tho Harris Institute
and Emerson Institute lor Girls and
Goodwins High School for Boys
Education simply grows on tho trees
in Mt Sterling

Tho sects are well represented in
church buildings but there isnt a
really handsome church in ttic town
Sevoral of them havo mostly gone to
steeple Tho Presbyterians N and S
havo two churches one the First a
quaint old structure will havo reached
its hundredth year in 1895 thoChriV
HiMie Baptists Methodists Episcopa-
lians

¬

and Catholics have one each
Tho Catholic is the best building of
that denomination I havo yet seen
The Methodists havo the best looking
church the Christians tho most ex-
pensive

¬

10000 and tho Christians
are tho most numerous and tho rich ¬

est notwithstanding wo havo it that a
rich man cannot entertlie kingdom o
heaven Pastorial salaries range from
1000 to 1800 por annum and the

Christians Methodists and Episcopa-
lians

¬

own their own parsonages but
Episcopalians rent theirs as thoy are
not ablo to maintain a pastor regu-
larly

¬

Tho colored people have tluco
jhurches Baptist Methodist and

Christian tho latter two of brick and
the Methodist church whicn lias re-

cently
¬

had 2000 spent on it in im-

provements
¬

is the most attractive
looking church building of them all
Financially speaking all tho Mt Ster
ling churches aro out of debt

Tho city government is conducted
by a Mayor Adam Baum at a sala-
ry

¬

of 100 a year and oight Council
men at 50 a year each

And hero a word for tho Mayor
Ho was born in Germany an unusual
thing for a man who holds office in
Kentucky he is a Democrat an un-
usual

¬

thing for a German ho is rich
which is not usual for his thrifty poo
plo and ho began his career as a
morchant in Mt Sterling with a pack--

on his back It is men like Mayor
Baum wo need in Kentucky and his
career is an example to every young
follow now growing up in tho State

Tho Chiof of Police is 0 T Witeon
with 000 a year and fees and ho has
four men ot 50 a month each with
an extra dollar for every arrest madn
and thoro aro sevoral mado during the
coursoof a year for Mt Sterling is
liko tlio litllo girl wo read of in tho
poem
When she is good she is very good indeed

IJut whcimho Is bad she is horrid
Of course Mt Sterling never is

horrid but thats tho way tho poem
goos

Tho Police Judgo is Bon R Turner
at 900 a year and fees and tho City
Attornoy is H Clay McKeo at 900
The reader wjll obsorvothat Bro
McKeo nartfl bin iininn in Mm tin
his hair is parted that way also but
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ho doesnt do it
The city tax is soventy fivo cents

with thirty cents nililitimmi fm
schools and tho county and State
amount to 1 which gives Mt Ster ¬

ling tho load of hor sister towns on
taxes but it will bo less after this
year so thoy told me

Tho Fire Department consists ot
two fino frtcam eiiinnes with volun
teer companies and a- - chief J L Con
roy The men aro paid when on
duty

Speaking of Fire Departments re ¬

minds mo of water works and Mf
Sterling jut at present is laving for
somebody with a club on the water
works question The works were lo
have been in operation by tho 25lh of
October but that date passed without
them As tho Held now stands the
water is to come from llinkston river
quite near town where there is a
seven acre reservoir with a twenty
five acre reservoir in reserve as it
wero a stand pipe to bo 125 feet high
has its foundation on the hill near
town and he city will tako seventy- -

livo plugs at 50 each for tho first fifty
and 10 for all additional

At present tho citys water supply
comes from cisterns more than from
wells 1 mean by that tho ppoplc
have got onto tho fact That well wator
is not the kind of water to drink and
they havo mado cisterns for them-
selves

¬

and every town in the State
ought to go and do likewiso before
typhoid fever becomes a permanent
resident in its midst so to speak

Tho Montgomery County Court
House has tho blue ribbon on good
looks It stands high to itself and as
it was finished only in 1890 it has all
the modern conveniences including

firo proof vaults and a haiitUoine
court rbom The remarkable part of
it is that it only cost 20000 that is
it only cost tho county that tnuolu
What it cost tho contractor has never
been stated Builder say such a
structure could not bo erected for less
than lOOOOO This Court Houso was
built to roplaco one too small for tho
business which was built in 1805 to

replace one burned during tho war in
one of the lii liH that occurred in the
town I proMimo it is hardly neces ¬

sary io- - mi to otitic ihai thnro ia
clock in the tower The material in
tho building is pressed brick and stone

Tho jal and jailers rosidenm are
just across the street fiom the Court
flou u Tim re iioC part i ast P- -
U0 and tho jail com 12 000 It not

Roman freestone and has a wall
hiouihI it iliut Jo hua couldnt blow
town with forty lila is on his ram

horn
Mt Sterling is in imryri

fhnuli ilii Itiwtii may nut In rii h

PUBLIC GRADED SCHOOL
HUiLmXG

in Mt Sterling and a caret ill cuiimi
shows that there aro forty ai tin
Montgomery county bn Think of u

town of 5000 people with fortv law
or Can any othor town in tin

Statu mako such a showing Still
stranger thoy all mako a living at it
and seem to bo pretty well sat f fled
lhe cause of this is that they practice

over most of the mountain counties to
the east and havo plenty to do The
oldest attorney is Judgo B J Peters
ex Chief Justice and on tho bonch for
sixteen years Avho at oiglity nino goos
to his ofilco every day Ho is ho old-
est

¬

practicing attorney in tho Sfate

FARMERS BANK

and possibly in tho entire country
The health of tho town is reported

good although thoro aro fifteen white
and t wo colored doctor a Iargorshow
ing than any other town I have in-

vestigated
¬

Out on tho hill to the cast is tho
cemetery owned by tho Odd Folio wp
and called Maohpolah From itehigh
03t point locking- - toward tho rising

r

tin is pesentcd what I should say
was the finest scenic display in
Central Kentucky A beautiful
oiling country dotted with groves

and green fields stretches away for ten
miles or more and rising on the sky
ine liko a hedge- of misty hazy blue

that shuts it in aro tho foothills of tho
great inonntiins which lio beyond

ml extend eastward for two hundred
miles

In tlio cemetery aro many fino mon-
uments

¬

the finest being that to Judge
Itichaid Bold costingG000 On tho
jravM or Honjamin Robertson i3 tho
nitrblo figure of his favorito dog

One ot the distinguihhed citizens
who showed me over the grounds told
me the namo of tho coaioterv was
MrlMah and was of Irish descent
nd when I told him I thought it was

liblical and meant doubling ho
ooked serious and remarked Of

1011 i M of course aint Dubling the
capital of Ireland and then I hadnt
iny more to say but I hope ho will
look the matter up in Genesis PS
G5ncis is a book in tho Bible

There is no Y M C A in town
though thore u cd to bo and ought to
he now Why it made an asAignmect

was not irifonned
There is an Associated Charities

which does a great deal of good in a
quiet way Its President is Win
Mitchell ono time Presidont of the
late Farmers Bank and now a poor
man Mr Mitchells charities wore
unostentatious but extensive and ho
unvo to tho deserving as much as
45000
There is in Mt Sterling what is not

in most towns of this section to wit -- n
city building in which tho City Court

ia hold also ccll t lor transient guests
of Iho police a tiro engine room and
tho rooms of the city library Right
hero lot me say this library is tho kind
all towns ought to havo Tt contains
soveral thousand volumes is woll pa ¬

tronized and tho city appropriates
200 a year for tho purcliaso of now

books What other town can say as
much for itself Mrs Casalo Rcdmon

Tm
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is tlio librarian
Among tho lodges are tlifl Masons

Odd Fellows K of P and the Y M
I a Catholic organization Tho Odd
Fellows own fhoir own building ki
tho Masons built thotiisclvosa femplo
costing 82000 but somehow thoy
over flnanciorod themselves and could j
not retain possession ot it

Tlio business houses aro on Maitf
and Mayevillo streets mill thoy arc
tho brut hiiiinoRS houses I havo aeon
outsldoof tho largo cities Not con ¬
tent with brick these inerchantB havo
built handsome stone front houses
that aro worthy of a placo nnvwhorc
Tho Tiler Ss Attpcrsoii tour story
stono front leads the list It cost 30

000 has steam heat and olectrio lights
and will havo an elevator when the- - 1

water works aro completed Thon
there aro tho buildings rif Drake
Blgstatr Odd Follows Baum T P
Martin tlio building occupied by Sut
ton Smith andl lie Masonic Tcmplo
The stono is a light gray from Bowal
county and cost about what brick
doos At least when thev wero add ¬

ing an nil to tlio hotel tho brick gave
out and thoy finished it in massjve
stonc that looks liko a fortress but it
only shows from tho back
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TYLER APPERSON BLOCK

Tho biisincsa streets Main and
Maysville aro sixty and fifty feet
feetwido and when tho visitor walks
up from the station to Main street
ho is greeted with a city smell that not
one small town in a thousand has It 1
is an indescribable sort of an order

llf it cmnllc nl A i i S If
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and any one who has ever been in the
narrow streets of a great commercial
city will recognize it at once Bo that
what it is Mt Storing has a big
wholosalo trade with tlio mountains
and hds had for years There are
four wholesale groceries 0110 grocer ¬

ies and whisky and two which do
considerable jobbing in dry goods and
drugs One of theso houses has I am j
informed sold as much as 500000
worth in one year I may add here
that inoro of tho wealthy men have
mado their moiiftv iiiiiihniwiioir
than in any othor Bluegrass town
Tho town crows over its trade too
ana promises itself great things for
tho future

The manufacturing interests are
represented by an ice plant two plan ¬
ing mill a hogshead factory two
flour mills a woolen mill two ma ¬

chine shops two carriago factories a
steam laundry and tho Newmarket

mtmmBlllfi
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distillery with a capacity of 200 bar- -
lois a day enough to keep tho police
uaj iur two nuncired years if it ko
going all tho timo

Gas and electricity aro the iiimi
nants but tho city uses no gas on thostreets The people ituso at 250 a
thousand and 20 percent discount ifpaid promptly Tho city has 2 000
a year for its arc and incandescent I

ghts both of which aro required tpTP
light up tho burg the way thoy waifc I

lighted AS
lhcre is ono hotel and from abriof

infection I should say it was above
tho average hi any event it is fo
iar superior to what the town had
unco ooloro when I visited it that
mi saieiy say it is first class

There ard three banks ono national
with a cqmbined capital of 350000
and thoy aro doing a lot better than
eomo banks have dono in tho namo
neighborhood

The residences aro good and sub- -
siantiai without heiior nWt n t
Jnlmnnl rtiiviuuiumu XJIO linftt nP tlm
along in cost from 10000 to 15000
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